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Abstracts

Collective Action and Emotions: When and Why Is Collective

Resentment Expressed Violently?
Park, Hyong-shin

Some commentators ascribe nonviolent collective action to the ‘maturity
of citizen consciousness’, While this explanation seems valid at first sight,
it we put it reversely, a question may be raised that collective actions, including
violent acts, which have been in the past the driving force of historical change
not only in Korean society but also in the world history, were unreasonable
mob behaviors. If so, it gives rise to the paradox that mobs have led the
development of human history. The paradox occurs because of the simple
logical preconception that resentment is a negative emotion and thus generates
negative results such as its violent eruption. This study explores theoretically
when emotions are expressed violently in collective action and how a violent
eruption is interpreted emotionally and given a meaning.

For this purpose, I firstly examine how emotion in collective action has
been studied in the tradition of crowd theory, the rationalist approach (resource
mobilization theory and political process theory), and the perspective of
emotional sociology. Secondly, T look into the emotional dynamics of resentment
being expressed as collective action in relation with the cause of resentment
and the direction of its expression, and explicate that collective actions occur
when social and political resentments are projected externally and transformed
into social and political hostilities, which are then vented out collectively.
Thirdly, using an idealtype model, I draw the idea that resentments in collective
actions lead to a violent eruption at a point where the resistants strategy
to reinforce resentment clashes with the state actors’ strategy to foster anxiety,
Finally, in conclusion, I elucidate the ground that resistant violence, unlike
state violence, attains a historical significance by examining how the violence

in collective action is sublimed emotionally and morally.



