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Abstracts

A Review of the History of Denomination Study in the

Presbyterian Church of Korea (Tonghap)
Lee, Hye-jung

The existing research of the Korean Protestant church has had a tendency
of not paying much attention to the differences between denominations, A
general and undifferentiated approach of research is bound to reveal a gap
from the realities of the Protestant church in Korea, Religious activities in
Protestant churches occur at the level of denomination, Therefore, denomination
study provides basic information to understand the religious terrain in Korea.
In the future, specific denomination-based research should be produced to
fill the gap.

Reviewing the history of denomination study has significance in identifying
the status of research on each denomination and drawing issues for further
investigation, Korean Protestant denominations consider it necessary to study
their own denominations for the shaping of identities, and utilize the research
outcomes to locate the ground of their existence and development. In this
regard, examining the history of denomination study is essential to understand
the trajectory of the study of each denomination.

Up to now, most studies conducted within the Tonghap Order of the
Presbyterian Church of Korea have addressed specific themes chosen by
individual researchers. Although there exist some studies made on the research
history in each disciplinary field, few analysis has been attempted on the
research history of the denomination as a whole.

Recognizing the need to examine denomination study and its history, this
paper looks into the history of research in the Presbyterian Church of Korea
(Tonghap). By listing and analyzing findings relating to the research history,
it tries to identify the trend of denomination research and its current status.
Further, it attempts to identify issues emerging from the investigation and,
based on this, present issues for future study on the research history. The
areas of research history covered in previous studies are grouped into history,
mission, Christian education, and systematic theology for analysis in this paper.



