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Abstracts

A Study on the Characteristics of Eo Yunjung 1881 Damcho5%
and Circumstances Surrounding Korea, China, and Japan as

Revealed in the Conversations
Kim, Gi-yeop

Three sets of writings drawn from Eo Yunjung's Conversation by writing,
which recorded in 1883 his conversations with dignitaries of the Qing Dynasty,
are included in the Complete Works of Eo Yunjung (£ft/%4). The initial
texts of Damcho (#%) housed in the Jangseogak Library accounted on the
conversations that he had with diplomats of Qing and Japan, traveling between
the two countries, during his stay in Japan as a member of the Josasichaldan
(L) in 1881,

After seeing oft his fellow envoys returning home in July, 1881, he remained
in Japan and began writing Damcho the next month, the lunar leap month
of July. In comparison to the transcribed version of 1883, it is clear that
the 1881 initial texts were not in the format of public notice yet. Further,
on the basis of the description on Seogye (FZ)50) in Jongjeong yeonpyo
(IEBAER), it is presumed that they were not put together as an official report
for submission upon his return to Korea in December of the same year,

Eo Yunjung consulted and discussed with Qing officials on various topics,
including Japan’s financial conditions after the Enlightenment, military force
reinforcement for enhancement of national prosperity and defense, utility of
practical studies, and operation of commerce. In contrast, what he discussed
with Japanese officials were mostly sensitive issues, such as a combat broken
out in Gupo (Juil), conflicting military views over Jeolyoungdo, political alliance,
and customs,

His conversations with Qing officials concerning Japan’s status also revealed
that both Choseon and Qing held Japan in check. The 1881 Damcho, containing
the views expressed by dignitaries of Qing and Japan during the conversations,
serves as a good source to understand and compare the situations facing

the two countries, particularly, from Choseon’s standpoint,

54) Damcho (#%%): Discourse written for the record
55) Josasichaldan (] %[E): The group of envoys dispatched to Japan
56) Seogye (F&): Report of mission






