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Abstracts

A Study on the Essays about Introducing Foreign Literature

& the Essays written in the Liberation Period by Kim Jin—seop
Kim, Mee-young

While previous discussions on Kim Jin—seop are limited to his early essays,
this article reviews his essays addressing foreign literature, commentaries on
Korean literature, and writings released in the post-liberation period. Living
out the period of a lost motherland, he studied German literature in Japan,
With a keen interest in Thomas Mann and Goethe, Kim introduced a wide
range of German and other European literary works to Korean readership.
His penchant for philosophy is revealed in the speculative and philosophical
undertone in his essays. He also believed that writers should have a job
to make a living. Regarding translation, he emphasized meaning-oriented
creative translation with due consideration of the cultural conditions of the
country of origin and the linguistic context of the language concerned. After
the national liberation, he was critical of the idea of world government and
argued for the construction of nation-state, After a brief dormancy from suffering
the 1940 incident due to his anti-war writing and the death of his brother
in 1942, he wrote essays stripped of abstract tinges often found in his works
of the Japanese forced occupation period and urging national solidarity for
the restoration of the country until his alleged abduction to North Korea
in 1950,



