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Abstracts

The Four Gods of Fengshui: Reinterpretation of the Significance

of Grave and Housing Sites
Cheon, In-ho

This study is to clarify the origins, essence, types, differences and
characteristics of grave and housing sites based on the conception of the
Four Gods of fengshui.

In fengshui, the Four Gods of grave sites mean four mountains surrounding
a hole. Namely, the rear is black warrior; the front is red phoenix; the left
is blue dragon; and the right is white tiger. In contrast, the Four Gods of
housing sites in fengshui pose a different conception, The rear black warrior
means mountain; the front red phoenix means pond; the left blue dragon
means river; and the right white tiger means road.

The conception of the Four Gods of housing sites is as old as that concerning
the Four Gods of grave sites. The Chinese notion of the Four Gods of housing
sites was transmitted to Japan in the 10th century. In Korea, it is recorded
in the 18th-century literature, The essence and characteristics of the Four
Gods of grave and housing sites are compared below.

Firstly, the Four Gods of grave sites relate to the judgment of good or
ill luck based on the shape and type of mountains, whereas those of housing
sites are associated with the dwellings or actions of the Four Gods.

Secondly, the former forms a closed space surrounded by mountains, But
the latter concerns an open space with a pond or a field in the front. This
helps to conduct various activities of life such as dwelling, production of
foodstuffs and commercial areas,

Thirdly, the red phoenix may be substituted by water in the conception
of the Four Gods of grave sites, and the water is subject to the condition
that it should be clean. Meanwhile, in its counterpart, the red phoenix is
referred to as contaminated water, acknowledging the fact that contamination
of water quality is inevitable to some extent in human life due to the discharge
of household sewage, for instance. Therefore, this space is more closely related
to actual life,

Therefore, the application of the conception of the Four Gods of housing
sites appears more practical for the composition of a large house or a city,
which is greater in scale than a tomb. Further, a new theory based on a
merging of the two branches of fengshui thought may be presented in future

studies,



