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Abstracts

Violence in the March 1" Movement and its Implications:

The Imaginary of ‘Revolutionary Violence’ as Anti-violence
Kim, Yeong-beom

This paper clarifies and argues that the March 1" Movement of 1919 in
colonial Korea showed a violent face from the very beginning besides peaceful
one which has been the conventional notion of that movement for a long
time, At the same time, it criticizes and opposes recent claims that the movement
evolved from a nonviolent to violent one. Violent and bloody demonstrations
staged by the Korean peasantry, who took the frontline of the movement
armed with primitive instruments, eventually transformed themselves from
instant and resistant to planned and aggressive ones. This resulted in bringing
about a rapid change not only in the Japanese imperialist policy but also
in the direction of the national independence movement led by the Korean
Provisional Government in Shanghai. In response, grassroots people in Korea
promptly acted in concert by taking up anti-Japanese violent activities. Also,
the secret society Euiyoldan executed the assassination-and-destruction
movement with the aim of terminating the Japanese violent rule. Inspired
by these moves, Shin Chae-ho implored a general uprising to overthrow Japanese
imperialism and proposed to build an ideal New Korea. He asserted that
such an uprising should be realized only by joining the popular vigor which
had been demonstrated during the March 1% Movement with violence which
was, in his view, yet to be sufficiently manifested. The successive adoption
and dissemination of this notion by Korean independence fighters in China
resulted in founding two revolutionary armies and driving grassroots people’s
revolts, After all, the grassroots violence displayed in the March 1% Movement
became the womb and origin of revolutionary violence by passing through
the filter of Euiyoldan’s resistant violence. Moreover, this revolutionary violence
can be regarded as a new source of meaning of the ideal-typical ‘anti-violence,
in that it was supposed to disappear by itself immediately after annihilating
the systemic violence of Japanese colonialism and laying the foundation of

peace in Asia,



