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Abstracts

Confidential Letters between the King and His Subjects during

the Reign of King Jeongjo and the Secretive Political Management
Ahn, Dae-hoe

This paper analyzed the confidentiality of the secret letters which were
exchanged between King Jeongjo and his high-ranking subjects and the king’s
political management during the era. This study continued the research on
the letters by King Jeongjo, and used new data which were found afterward
to explain the process, motive and method of the confidential correspondence
between the king and his subjects.

This paper newly suggested that King Jeongjo had not only used confidential
letters in political management at the end of his reign, as has been commonly
known but used it liberally during his entire reign. This paper found that
confidential letters, which were far from being institutional, were used as
a means for King Jeongjo to strengthen the royal authority and get hold
of the political situation in minute detail, and further found that confidentiality
was a prerequisite for this medium.

This paper then analyzed exactly how the confidential letters were used.
Letters King Jeongjo exchanged respectively with Park Jong-ak and Shim Hwan—
ji, who held ministerial posts during different times, were used to examine
the king's methods for political management, An analysis on the confidential
letter showed that King Jeongjo himself overruled the norms in political

management,






