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Abstracts

Cold War, Democratic Transformation and Korean Studies
: 40 Years of Performance and Meaning of the Academy of

Korean Studies
Kim, Won

This study focused on the Cold War, the transition to democracy, the late
1990s and the three periods to date, with the Academy of Korean Studies
evaluating the significance of the study as a research institute for Korean studies,
and then reviewing the direction to move forward.

The opening of the Academy of Korean Studies in 1978 has great significance
in that it created a “institutional framework” for the study of Korean studies.
In the first period, the institute built an institutional foundation for Korean
studies, including interdisciplinary research based on the combination of broad
researchers, dictionary and classification history studies, and the collection
of historical source on Korean studies in the second period, and globalization
of Korean studies. In the 1980s, the compilation of encyclopedias, the discovery
of national culture, and the study of thought history, social history were also
conducted. At the same time, it laid the foundation for interdisciplinary research
covering all areas of Korean studies.

For the first time since the 2000s, interdisciplinary research based on
Jangseogak source has been established in the form of a research project.
Secondly, various studies based on the modernization of various dictionaries
and classical materials in modern and contemporary fields have been expanded.
Such research was an attempt to expand the concept of national culture, while
exploring the sources of Korean studies, focusing on concepts, events and
source.

In addition, the collection of large—scale research source through the Korean
studies promotion project, oral history research project and korean studies
on premodern period project has spread the interest of academia in the field.
Despite various research achievements since the 2000s, the reason why
researchers have been evaluated for certain political logic rather than for their

achievements has been because of changes in policy, instability of organizations



due to the replacement of heads of institutions, and the reproduction of
confrontational organizational culture.

Over the past 40 years, the main debate within the researchers has been
tension over the importance of ‘research’ and ‘education.” The tasks raised
in the 20 years history of the opening of the institute, including stipulating
the nature of researchers surrounding research functions and educational
functions, establishing the scope of Korean studies, securing autonomy of
institutions, the need to develop intensive projects, specialization of graduate
schools and the spread of research results, are still valid. Currently, the direction
of korean studies should move forward is ‘link between Korean studies and
education” and that it is a specialization through long-term research that is

difficult to do at ordinary universities or other Institute of Korea studies.



