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My reasons for this opinion are as follows: = His Majesty does not wish to be taken
to the Russian Legation again in case of disturbance; he knows he will be welcome
at the British Legation just over the wall from his Palace, but does not wish to go
there either. He is especially desirous of coming to our Legation, as I know perfectly
well that he distrusts every other power. I have used every opportunity to impress
upon him the fact that we cannot do for him as Russia did and we cannot keep
him as a refugee. I have made this so clear, with the consent of my predecessor
and still stronger since my promotion, that he now realizes that he cannot expect
to obtain indefinite asylum here. He has therefore begun the building of a so—called
“Library Building” on a piece of ground he acquired next door to us, and which
is all surrounded by American property. I know that he intends to flee to this place
in time of danger, thinking that his situation will afford him protection and that
we will be compelled to protect him in protecting American property(DUSMK, Vol
13. No. 11, Mr Allen to Secretary of State(1897. 10. 13.), 2 3(1998), o2l A,
234%. o] EATE FAUEFAEY 7 ES 2 18989 19 Tl ¥ ¥R
kil Eof AR LR ZANY S, 12, G)FEM FEA o] sEe (ko et
FEWAR], B TR, IR SR S AR 1898 19 24). ©] AT 1899
W oY 8 whek V714, B Jell Feho] B x| Abdo] RS d(Ted
EIZAT Sy H13, (42) MRS Fe Ao IEE R, BEM4AT7E, D BRI A
A SRR 18999 69 1599 B30l Eo] WH 19044 4ol a1F9] o 27}
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44  KARII, Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1897. 11. 27, pp. 37-38.
45 KARIHI John M. B. Sill to Secretary of State, 1897. 5. 10, pp. 26-27.
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50 1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 18, Diplomatic Series, of the 14"
ultimo, in relation to the ceremony attending the assumption by the king of Korea
of the title of Emperor. The Department commends your prudence in dealing with
His Majesty’s assumption of the Imperial title and understands, as you do, that is
not a change of Government, but merely a change of style on the part of “The Chief
Ruler of the Country”, and as such needs no formal entrance upon new relations,
as in the case of a revolutionary Government assuming power, or a dynastic or con-
stitutional change in the organization and function of a state. Should any other
Governments take official cognizance of the change in His Majesty’s title, and re—ac-
credit their envoys accordingly, you will at once report the fact to the Department
and await further instructions(KARZI, John Sherman to Horace N. Allen, 1897, 11,
30, p. 161).

51 ABIIPU. ©.150, O1.493, 1.7, j1.128-3106(0] 8§ <, FejAlo} EA |- M(KQI,
2011), 65%).
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JR1-3% 49(1900%) 5 27
Of=3ARY 2228 AZRKDUSMK, “Scale
plan of the grounds and buildings of
the Legation” Vol 13. No. 251, Mr Allen

to Secretary of StateOilAl &%), CH2IEOI
O=3ARt H BaS FRE = ot

~~~~~ On the night of the 24™ instant, His Majesty sent his most trusted Eunuch to
me with the information that Russia was about to send soldiers here or his protection,
and asked me what he should do. Mindful of the secret convention by which Russia
had agreed to protect the King and the Palace, and Knowing that the Russian fleet
was pretty well engaged elsewhere this did not seem strange to me, and I had to
reply that under the circumstances I had no advice to offer. He then went on to
say that the Japanese were intending to send soldiers as well and that in such case,
His Majesty's life would be in danger. I replied that I thought not, but he went on
to say that they understood that England and Japan had united, and if the former
should keep Russia engaged, the latter could work her will in Korea, and he plainly
suggested asylum at this Legation for His Majesty I very promptly replied that would
be the worst thing for him; I could not invite him here; I could not protect him
if he came, and even if he should succeed in getting inside our gates, I would be
unable to keep him long, and his condition after such an attempt would be worse
than before; he had asked for Russian protection and it was for their interests to
see that he got it, and while we entertain the kindliest feeling toward His Majesty
we would deeply regret being in any way instrumental in making his condition any
worse than it now is(XARZI, Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1897. 12. 27,
p. 40); KARII Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1898. 3. 8, p. 163; 3F24 $(1998),
Qro] A, 234-235%.
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55 1 have the honor to hand you enclosed an extract from the Seoul “Independent”
of today, being an interview with myself in regard to a telegram from Seoul dated
January 26 to the New York ‘Herald” to refused to furnish the necessary guard. I
see this telegram obtained some credence in Washington and is being copied by
the news—papers of the Far East. It is very annoying to be dragged thus into un-
pleasant prominence in connection with these Seoul intrigues, when this Legation
is known here to be entirely from such connection. About the date of the above
cited telegram, some one, not His Majesty, did start a rumor that His Majesty was
about to take refuge at this Legation, but as I had made it perfectly plain to him
that T could not allow such a course, I paid little attention to it(KARZI, Horace N.
Allen to Secretary of State, 1898. 3. 8, p. 163).
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56 1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No.82. of the 8" ultimo, in
relation to the rumor, that the Emperor of Korea is to take refuge at your legation,
and expressing your annoyance threat. In reply, I have to inform you, that this
Department commends the prudence shown by you in this delicate matter(KARZ,
John Sherman to Horace N. Allen, 1898. 4. 19, p. 163).
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58

I have the honor to append confirmation of my telegram of last evening informing
you of the death of the mother of His Majesty, and suggesting the advisability sending
a telegram of condolence in reply to one which I understand His Majesty sent to
The president upon the death of the latter's mother. I did not send this telegram
until after due deliberation. My reasons for sending it were, that I am, owing to

the war excitement, constantly being asked for advise and assistance by these people,
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all of which requests I decline to accede to; His Majesty seems to feel hurt at my
persistent refusal to offer him asylum at this Legation, to which he wishes to come
in case of trouble between the Japanese and Russians, as it is the only strictly neutral
place in Seoul. He knows now that this is impossible, and regrets it, so that the
opportunity to show him a little kind personal attention, such as would be the sending
of telegram of condolence, seems to be very timely. We now have very considerable
commercial interests to protect here, and I need the good will of His Majesty. I
hope the telegram will be sent « (KARII, Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State,
1898, 1. 10, p. 162). AA| &L o] Fof el Abge] gt xo]E AT HALL
(FAZt 274K2-250) o8k "Hils, FF 29 1€ 139).

59 THAlL, F5F 201898 1€ 17%, 18¢.

60 AZS, Tjr_i_,] oA AL, ZHLAietn vhAFEF] =5(2000), 87%2] 7} 954
Fetar T Abell oigh A 2: e AE ol Frhej A o ik 31 A|(1885- 1913)1( A&
3HAL 1992), 90F oA A&

61 KARII Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1901. 7. 19, p. 169.
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62 o American influence is as great as it could be, unbacked by any show of force.
It is probably as great as we have any desire it should be, and aside from the pro-
tection of our new considerable interests, it tends only to the furtherance of friendly
relations and the encouragement of educational and similar work. From the very
disinterestedness of our position, America is often turned to for advice(KARZI,
Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1897. 9. 17, p. 159).

63 KARII Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1898. 12. 13, p. 164. F+u|SA} 52
o] 2ARIEC] H=E Wi A o]gsto] A o] 55 HIYth= S H3
TH(Wayne Patterson and Hilary Conroy, Duality and Dominance: A Century of Korean
~American Relations(Albama: The University of Albama Press, 1982), p. 5).
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64 KARII John M. B. Sill to Secretary of State, 1897. 4. 12, p. 212.

65 KARII Horace N. Allen to Secretary of State, 1898. 2. 15, p. 213.
66 KARII Gordon Paddock to Secretary of State, 1901. 11. 1, p. 169.
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Abstracts

King Kojong's Escape attempt to the American Legation di-

rectly after declaring the Korean Empire
Chang, Kyoung-ho

King Kojong tried to escape to the American Legation directly after declaring
the Korean Empire. The plan was failed but it had many historic meanings.
After SinoJapanese war and King Kojong tried to escape to the escape to
the American Legation and British Legation but these tryings were failed. And
then he could escape to the Russian Legation. These facts shows that he aims
for power balance by relying on powerful nation.

However, maintaining power balance relying on powerful nation was a lot
of hard work. After Korea royal refuge at the Russian legation({fifé#%®), Russia
interpreter Kim Hong ruk(&##%) exercised absolute power for his profit and
Russian minister A. H. Illeit ep pursued a very aggressive foreign policy for
his country. This pressures were great pressure on King Kojong and King Kojong
tried Korean Royal refuge at the America legation soon after that King Kojong
proclaimed Korea an empire in 1897.

This shows King Kojong had a small base of political support and he established
a diplomacy of pro-United States. And he had diplomatic strategy by relying
on America but it showed the limitation.



