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Abstracts

A study on the Influences from Charles Lamb in the Essays
Written by Pi Cheondeuk

Kim, Mee-young

The purpose of this article is to reveal the impacts and influences from
Charles Lamb, the British Essayist in 19C, in the essays written by Pi Cheondeuk,
the famous 20th—century Korean Essayist. Because Pi Cheondeuk had a taste
for Charles Lamb's literature, and he had been similar to Charles Lamb’s
personality, he sympathized with Charles Lamb’s poor living conditions. He
had translated and published Charles Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare in 1957,
Korea. He taught English with this book for 30 years at Seoul National University.
The essay by Pi Cheondeuk reveals Charles Lamb's influence in both style
and content. For example, his writing style included enumeration, humor, with
a juvenile viewpoint, accompanied by a warm, romantic perspective. He also
viewed essays as a letter to an intimate friend and preferred to adapt free
translation to his work as Charles Lamb. But the gap between the essays of
Charles Lamb and Pi Cheondeuk had resulted from the distinctions of their
given backgrounds. The essays of Charles Lamb portrayed the poor, the child
& women who were alienated from the economic growth during the 19C British
Empire, with humor, warmth & optimism. However, essays by Pi Cheondeuk
had been written and published during the Japanese control (1910-1945), the
liberating Space(1945-1950), and the Korean War and the Cold War era after
the division of Korea into North and South. His romantic perspectives could
not avoid being criticized the evading of responsibility from his duty as an

intellectual in front of history and the people.



