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Abstracts

Nam-Hwa Korean Youth Federation: the ideology and activities

of the anti-Japanese anarchist group in the 1930s
Cha, Hyeon-ji

This paper examines the nature of the Nam-Hwa Korean Youth Federation,
its ideology and activities as a part of the independence movement. Korean
anarchists that participated in both national and anarchists’ movements came
together in 1930 in Shanghai, China and established the Nam-Hwa Korean
Youth Federation. To pursue a “true liberation of Korean people” and overcome
an oppressive rule of the Japan Empire they also formed the Anti-Japanese
alliance and the Black terrorists’ party (B.T.P). Members of the Nam-Hwa Korean
Youth Federation embraced Peter Kropotkin's theory of anarcho-communism
and his concept of ‘Mutual aid’. They criticized communism, capitalism, and
imperialism, but stressed their anarchistic views towards concepts of anti-nation
and power organizations. They also rejected nationalism and disapproved of
the establishment of influential unions of Korean nationalists. They thought
the both of establishment of powerful Korean nationalists’ unions and setting
up the predominant Koreans' organizations after liberation of Korea could
be the “substituted exploitative status’. However, they rather chose to work
for the exploited classes of Korean people, and supported them to be liberated
and achieve victories. In other words, the anarchists of the Nam—Hwa Korean
Youth Federation opposed nationalism while developing a national conscious.

Members of the Nam-Hwa Korean Youth Federation carried out numerous
acts of terror, which they referred to as “direct actions” to secure stabilities
of anarchists movements and to destroy imperialists. Sometimes they cooperated
with foreign like-minded fellows from China and Japan to prepare and execute
a “direct action'. Also for a purpose of anti-Japanese struggle they occasionally
joined forces with Korean nationalists in Korean Provisional government and
other nationalistic groups. These alliances were of a temporary nature, but
the anarchists believed that they were necessary to achieve a goal of establishment
of a free—association society’, which would rely on the ideologies of Anarcho-
communism. In other words, the Nam-Hwa Korean youth federation was the



anarchist-oriented organization which pursued the anti-Japanese independence
movements based on the anarchistic methodologies for liberation of the people

for imperialism.



