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Abstracts

From April Revolution to the 2017 Candlelight Protest:
Street Democracy and the 60-year democratic Revolution in

Korea
Lee, Wan Bom

Starting from the streets in spring of 1960 and continuing on to spring of
1980, June of 1987, to the candlelight protests of 2016 and 2017, the revolution
spanning over 50 years, albeit intermittent, consistently pursued democratization.
The more than 50 years of revolution in the Republic of Korea—or rather,
the 60-year revolution, as street protests are still ongoing as of 2020)—can
be defined as an intermittent-yet-successive revolution by the unorganized
Minjung aspiring towards democracy. From April Revolution to the 86-generation
and to the candlelight protests, the long revolution transcended generations.
The present paper moves beyond previous studies that tend to examine individual
protests separately and attempts to look at the revolutions of contemporary
South Korea as a whole.

With the exceptions of spring of 1960 and the Gwangju uprising, the 60-year
revolution for democratization in contemporary South Korea led by the
unorganized Minjung has mostly been nonviolent and peaceful. This study argues
that the revolutions of contemporary South Korea are distinct in being

unorganized, nonviolent, and intermittent-yet-successive.



