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Abstracts

A Study on the Reconstruction of Sinmin and the Production of

Colonial Morals
Woo, Mi-yeong

The Local Improvement Reports and Travel Essays featured in Sinmin(May
1925-April 1933) provide a glimpse into the realities of Japanese cultural politics.
This paper first investigates the argument of social reconstruction, which served
as the justification for the local improvement project of Sinmin. Next, it examines
the narrative format of these articles, which can be seen as the end products
embodying the implementation of social reconstruction.

Analysis shows that the abovementioned articles in Sinmin appear virtually
dictated by documents issued by the social affairs division of the internal bureau
of the Japanese government general of Korea, which was responsible for policies
concerning rural villages at that time. This is in stark contrast to the acts
of rewriting or writing back as resistance against colonialism in decolonization
writings. Such findings indicate that Sinmin was unable to overcome the
framework posed by the Japanese government general of Korea even as it
argued for social reconstruction to solve issues related to livelihood.

Another issue this paper focuses on are the moral norms and logic mobilized
to control the lives of the colonized. Disguised as universal values, these morals
functioned as the hidden political logic and political mechanism rationalizing
colonial exploitation. The Japanese empire's local improvement campaign aimed
not only to reconstruct local administration but also the mentality of the
colonized. Individuals proactively participating in the campaign were introduced
by previously analyzed Sinmin articles. The ethical code emphasized in these
articles worked as the logic to establish the laboring colonial subject. This
paper examines the production of colonial morals as a cultural politics strategy

of the Japanese empire to control the colonized.






