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Abstracts

The Tale of Soh Se-yang: Meanings by Type and the Character
of Soh Se-yang
Kim, Seung-yeon

This article examines the meanings and aspects of the narratives of three
main types of the Tale of Soh Se-yang to shed light on the figure of Soh Se-yang
they portray. The story of the unique figure Soh Se-yang (1486-1562), who
was renowned as a competent bureaucrat and the best writer of his time,
has been transmitted over time via various types of oral narratives—as a tale
of pungsi{fgeomancy), a tale of romance involving Hwang Jini, a tale of marriage,
and a tale of vengeance—all of which pursue different narrative meanings
depending on the nature of the editor and/or storyteller.

This study shows how the character of Soh Se-yang emerges as a variety
of figures: as a figure representing a household that rose to fame due to a
propitious gravesite; as a nobleman who loves a ginyeo and has a taste for
the arts; as a figure that revives his household on his own after marriage
arrangements with a powerful family falls through; and finally, as an aspiring
scholar-official who displays pride in the civilization of Joseon to Chinese
envoys while also solving the societal problems of Joseon by avenging a ghost.



