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Abstracts

The Rhetoric of Korean Conservatism with Sexuality
Bae, Hongchul

Most of us are accustomed to think of the belief that our society is conservative
with sexuality under the influence of Confucian idea. The Confucian aphorism
is one of classical examples, “Male and female avoiding from the age of 7”
commonly used. This study raise the issue of general belief, then historically
reviews the belief and traces the process of structuring the concept, the Korean
conservatism with sexuality. In order to look deep in to history, this research
analyzed contents of articles including the aphorism in mass media for the
100 years. In result, the aphorism’s referential meaning has been changed
with the social current. It signified ‘the exclusion’ on the agenda of gender
equality, and ‘the separation’ in the argument of sexual morality. Second, the
idea, the sexuality has been repressed, was available for people to formulate
current changes and protagonists. Such being the case, the aphorism “Avoiding
from the age of 7” was continuously cited and consequently the belief, Korean
society has been conservative with sexuality, became permanent.



