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Abstracts

The Reciprocity and Cooperative Values of Village Compact in
the Late Choson Dynasty: A Case Study of an Archery Society

and Village Kye
Jung, Su~hwan

This study examines the systems of rural premodern Choson communities
by introducing the theory of new institutionalism to analyse changes in
community conventions and systems under human initiative. The study also
addresses the achievements of shared assets from a perspective of reciprocity
and cooperation. This approach is rooted in the determination by prior research
that local elites achieved so—called ‘community initiative’ by using a Neo—
Confucian ideology to realise local autonomy.

The data analysed are focused on a 17th century archery society and the
18th century village Kye, which existed within the boundaries of Bangoh village,
in Kyeongju. The study examines the dynamics of the areas’ elite groups, which
were organised around military activity, and the reality of cooperation that
was achieved under the values of reciprocity. For example, the archery society
revised its rules to manage its shared assets of property and to prepare for
the military service examination through archery practice. The society played
a leading role in the village society and promoted cooperative values until
the late 17th century. The society then influenced the village of Kye, with
its village compact, from the 18th century, effectively sustaining the commitment
to cooperative values and the sharing of assets in line with the Neo—Confucian
principle of cooperation.

The research results present examples of how the value of cooperation,
not confrontation based on the identity dynamics, was achieved. It does this
by analysing an archery society and the village of Key to discover the reality
of cooperation for the continuation of shared assets, promoting reciprocity
and for the purposes of mutual aid.






