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Abstract

The Conferment of Busa Meritorious Subject(4il¥i) and Pledge
with Sacrificial Ritual(&#%%) after the Sinim-Oksa(ETEE)

Shin, Jean-Hae

When it comes to Meritorious subject’s Pledge ritual(IE&%%) of Joseon
dynasty, it was held in the Hoemengdan(&%#), north of Gyeongbokgung Palace,
to pledge allegiance to the royal family while applying blood on the lips. The
Pledge ritual in 1723 was practiced due to the Sinim-Oksa(FT#%) case. At
that time, the investigation of Sinim—Oksa was not clear and there was no
one worthy of distinguished contribution except Mok Ho-Ryong(#i%#€), who
accused the conspiracy, so it had to be discussed for a long time before he
was able to do so. Kim Il-kyung(#—#) recommended Eo Yu-gwi(fit%) as a
main-meritorious subject(Jt#), however, it was canceled when Fo Yu—gwi refused
to become the subject, and Lee Sam(ZF#) and Shin Ik-ha(f#&), who were also
recommended as meritorious subjects, refused to become meritorious subjects.
In the end, Mok was appointed as the only meritorious subject, the third-class,
and the Pledge ritual was performed. The political atmosphere was confirmed
by the appearance of King Gyeongjong, Crown Prince(Fitt#, King's brother),
and third-class meritorious subject Mok participating in the Pledge ritual(&84%).
At this time, the Crown Prince, who was related to the Noron faction(f),
participated, not only symbolizing the crown prince’s “superficial” solidarity
with the Soron faction(¥i#), but also showed his brotherly affection and loyalty
to King Gyeongjong. This can also be confirmed in terms of King Yeongjo's
emphasis that it was only for the sake of King Gyeongjong at that time that
he participated in the Pledge ritual.



