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Abstract

The Context of Joseon—Qing Relations in the Reign of King
Sukjong and the Periodical Foundation of the Altar of Great

Gratitude
Kim, Sunghee

Since the 1680s, the Qing Empire’s diplomatic pressure on Joseon has
intensified. In order to adapt to the Imperial Order of Qing, Joseon actively
implemented diplomatic rituals. Relations between Joseon and Qing have
gradually stabilized since the 1690s. However, the opposition prevailed among
the intellectual class of Joseon and their hostility against Qing was heightened.
Thus, the king of Joseon and his vassals made efforts in order to re-establish
the basis of ideology and strengthen the cause of the monarchy. The fact
that the king's exclusive ritual space for Ming Emperor, the Altar of Great
Gratitude (K. Taebodan) was established in the early 1700s is a representative
example of such efforts. Taebodan was a ritual device for practicing the ideals
of the center of civilization that Joseon had long been internalized. It was
an efficient political tool which enabled the king to avoid friction with the
Qing and to maintain the traditional ideological system of Joseon. It was also
a space to visualize the ritual authority of the king.



