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It is acknowledged that the philosophical background of life movement, 

which flourished in the 1980s and was a pillar of new social movement in 

Korean society, is mostly founded on Jang Ilsoon’s thinking. Existing studies 

on Jang Ilsoon’s philosophy have focused on its relevance to Donghak philosophy 

in general. However, Jang Ilsoon’s philosophy is fundamentally related to Haewol 

Choi Sihyeong’s life and thought, which has been ignored in conventional 

and historical understanding of Donghak.

This paper seeks to examine Choi Sihyeong’s influences on Jang Ilsoon’s 

philosophy. Despite historical gaps, the starting point for understanding them 

is to deal with their sharing socio historical context to grapple with so called 

Jang Ilsoon’s ideological shift from 1977. Choi Sihyeong proposes that social 

reform can begin with the restoration of the dignity of humans and nature. 

Thus, this paper tries to provide a plausible explanation for the way in which 

Jang Ilsoon developed the idea of ‘way of life’ and ‘creative engagement’ from 

Choi Sihyeong’s ontological premise.




