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In Daegu, Mukjukhwa continued actively for over a hundred years in the 

20th century. The reasons could possibly be found on the fact that there were 

both the foundation of human resources including the representative painters 

for three generations respectively who received guidance directly from their 

teachers, and the physical basis of ‘Educational Center’ where the Mukjukhwa 

painters in Daegu gathered and calligraphic paintings were taught for them.

Daegu’s traditional art circle in the 20th century can be divided into three 

periods: the 1910 40s, the 1950s 60s, and the 1970s 90s. 1st generation SeokJae 

Seo Byoung Oh (1862 1936), 2nd Jooknong Seo Dong gyun (1903 1978), 3rd 

Cheonseok Park Geun sul (1937 1993) and Yajeong Seo Geun seop (1946): they 

represent each generation respectively.

Seo Byoung Oh was achieved in his later years as “Seokjaejook.” Seo Dong

kyun, best student of Seo Byoung Oh became already famous in his 20s. Park 

Geun sul became a pupil of Seo Dong gyun as a college student and was 

recognized Mukjukhwa painter of the time by winning a prize in the National 

Art Exhibition and then the Prime Minister’s Award at the age of 25. Seo Geun seop 

inherited Seo Dong kyun’s artistic gene and carried on his father’s legacy. 

The works and efforts of these masters were the driving force that motivated 

and inspired the younger generation.

Kyonam Poetry Calligraphy Painting Reserch Society, headed by Seo Byoung

Oh, was established as the first education center of the region in 1922. The 

second generation artists were also produced, carrying the all capability of 

the modern era over to the comtemporary. In 1956, the Yeongnam Seohwawon 

of Seo Dong gyun was opened. For about 30 years from 1963, Kim Man ho’s 

Bonggang Seosuk greatly expanded the population of calligraphic painting. 

The main educational centers of the third generation were Chimookheon of 

Park Geun sul and Yeongnam Seohwawon which was reopened in 1972 by 

Seo Geun seop. 


