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Abstract

The Korean View of Japan Through Travel to Japan: Focused

on Enthusiasts of Travel to Japan
Kwang—Eun Song

This research aims to examine the shift in the Korean view of Japan in
the context of the rise of direct experience through travel to Japan in the
2010s. It is an emerging flow, considering that Koreans have not only consumed
Japanese pop culture and products but also, consequently, have indirectly
perceived Japan through them for many decades. The significance of this paper
is analyzed by drawing upon in-depth interviews of enthusiasts of travel to
Japan, and literature reviews on Koreans consuming Japanese popular culture.
Over half of the interviewees still have an existing perception on Japan; others
have a resulting change in perspective brought about by the willingness to
take advantage of travel opportunities. Additionally, travels open possibilities
to conversations with Japanese people regarding both countries  history. It
leads them to refine Japan by themselves, not following the method by the
Korean government. Conclusions that they understand Japan will provide another
implication to more increasing direct interactions between both countries. This
research is significant in the sense that it studied travel to Japan in a cultural

way, as current information on the subject is limited in the domain of marketing.



