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This study aims to examine the unique color of early modernism poems 

of Kim Jong sam, Kim Kwang rim and Jeon Bong gun in the 1950s and the 

logic of overcoming postwar times. This is the process of finding questions 

and answers about how the three poets recognize and overcome the ruins 

of war. Kim Jong sam, Kim Kwang rim, and Jeon Bong gun’s “War and Music 

and Hope”, published in 1957, internalized the clear awareness of the ruins 

of war, criticism and reflection, and the consciousness of overcoming the war 

as a reality response. The 1950s, the starting point of the literature of the 

three poets, was the period when the war of the nation, the existential crisis 

and the ruin consciousness were widespread, and the exploration of the modernist 

poetry of the three poets was also expressed in the influence.

The composition of ‘war’, ‘death’ and ‘overcoming’ is the central system 

that crosses the “war and music and hope”. This is associated with a more 

concrete sense of problem: criticism of war ideology, death experience, ruin 

consciousness, and restoration of destroyed life. This is the criticism of the 

absurdity of war, the imagination of healing and overcoming to restore the 

disconnected world to its original life. Natural life orientation is the source 

of destroyed life and lost self recovery. In the case of three poets, aesthetic 

overcoming is intended through the use of various images, experiment of 

techniques, and internalization of scars. This feature soon provides a poetic 

position to build a terrain of modernist poetry in the 1950s. 


