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Abstract

The Creative Aspects of Flowing Antithetical Couplet in

Traditional Poems Written Chinese
Kim, Tae-hwan

Flowing antithetical couplet refers to the couplet that since the sentence
of couplet leading and following are mutually dependent on each other inevitably,
either one cannot be omitted and also since the order is fixed according to
a special logical relationship, the position before and after cannot be inverted
arbitrarily. This kind of couplet is a product of nature that has already departed
from the artificial meaning, and therefore this is the artistic ideal of all couplet.

The inevitability of interdependence acting on the sentence of couplet leading
and following is an essential principle of all flowing antithetical couplet. As
like parallel antithetical couplet, flowing antithetical couplet shows uniformity
in arrangement, but the core mechanism of the flowing antithetical couplet
is the association of meanings. The momentum that flows like flowing water
comes from here. Flowing antithetical couplet is an artistic device that eliminates
the negative effects of stagnancy and unnaturalness caused by the successive
use of parallel antithetical couplet. With the creative utilization of flowing
antithetical couplet, the artistic maturity of modern style poetry from the Tang
Dynasty could be achieved.

Flowing antithetical couplet and parallel antithetical couplet have com-
plementary functions. Since flowing antithetical couplet moves without con-
frontation, it is impossible to form complete synonymous of the sentence of
couplet leading and following at all, and it is also difficult to achieve accurate
antithesis. If we do not know these artistic characteristics of flowing antithetical
couplet, it means that we have not fully grasped the essence of eight line
poems. Three types of one-way flowing antithetical couplet and seven types
of two—way flowing antithetical couplet considered in this paper are the minimum

instances. A more detailed study should be continued in the future.






