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Abstract

From Science to Literature: Changes in the Education on the
History of Anti-Japanese Armed Struggle in North Korea in the

1950s and Early 1960s
Jo, Soo-ryong

This study examines the origins of the formation of historical narratives
centered on Kim Il-sung’s family line through analysis of changes in the education
of anti—Japanese armed struggle history in North Korea in the 1950s and early
1960s. North Korea's history and history education pursued so—called ‘historical
science’ based on historical materialism. In the mid-1950s, as North Korea
emphasized the establishment of Juche along with de-Sovietization, research
on the history of the anti-Japanese armed struggle began in earnest. The history
of the anti-Japanese armed struggle were usually published in the form of
a literary genre called ‘Ocherk’. Schools and education networks at all levels
performed ‘the revolutionary traditions’ and communism education using them
in the form of collective arts and rituals. Under the ‘revolutionary tradition’
and communist education, a hierarchical structure was formed in which
departmental education such as history education and literature education
were divided into subcategories. This shows that the history of North Korea's
anti-Japanese armed struggle has shifted from the realm of science dealing
with the interpretation of facts to the realm of ideological art and propaganda

to produce and spread specific narratives.






