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Abstract

Institutionalization and Specialization of Korean Social
Sciences in the 1970s and 1980s: Focusing on Economics,

Political Sicence, and Sociology
Kim, Sung-Eun

This paper analyzed the institutionalization and specialization of economics,
political science, and sociology as representative cases of the disciplines of
Korean social sciences. When defining the establishment of universities’
departments and academic associations as the primary conditions for the
institutionalization of disciplines, it was before the 1960s that an institutional
framework was established. However, in the 1970s and 1980s, practical
institutionalization took place in quantity and quality. During this period,
academic associations pursued academicism separate from journalism, and
their journals also formed an identity of academic journals, breaking away
from the early commercial magazine-like form. Also, the university system
was expanded by the government's policy. As a result, the number of departments
has increased, and many researchers have been able to find employment in
universities and actively engage in academic activities. In addition to such
external growth, it can be evaluated as an essential factor of the
institutionalization and specialization that reflection on the overall Korean
social sciences was attempted in earnest during this period through discussions
on ‘the naturalization of Korean social sciences and examination of university
education.



