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Abstract

Transformation of the Concept of Modern Sovereignty and
Legalization of Sovereignty Terms after the Merger between

Korea and Japan
Wang, Chen

This paper examined the perception of sovereignty of Koreans abroad and
the legalization process of sovereignty terms after the merger between Korea
and Japan, taking the “Sinhan Minbo(¥1#E#)" and representative constitutional
documents such as “Daedong unity declaration (KFIEl#ES)", “Provisional Charter
of the Republic of Korea”(1919.4.11.), “Provisional Constitution of the Republic
of Korea’(1919.9.11.) as the objects of research.

In the early 19th century, some intellectuals, including Shin Chae-ho, started
to mold nationalist ideology by linking sovereignty and ethnic terms or by
extensively publishing articles related to “tribe ()" to deal with the changing
situation at home and abroad. In particular, the declaration of the sovereignty
of the Korean people instead of the sovereignty of the state can be seen as
the emergence of national awareness of sovereignty. This perception emphasized
national unity and clearly expressed the intention to shift from monarchy to
national sovereignty in 1917 in the “Daedong unity declaration”, which was
promulgated by 14 people including Shin Chae-ho, Park Eun-sik, Park Yongman,
and Jo So—ang.

In this way, the concept of sovereignty was transmitted to the Korean Peninsula
from the West via a convoluted path, and in the process of fusion with the
traditional term jookwon, it was influenced by internal and external factors
and transformed into the concept of national sovereignty. As the term
“sovereignty” was inserted in the Provisional Constitution of the Republic of
Korea, which was proclaimed in September 1919, it was the first time in the
history of the Korean Peninsula that the term “sovereignty” was utilized in
the Constitution. However, the legalization of the concept of sovereignty based
on the perception of national sovereignty formed under the stimulus of internal
and external factors that reflected the idea of sovereignty at that time. This
can be said to be an interpretation of the concept of sovereignty as a recognition
of national sovereignty on the Korean Peninsula.






