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Abstract

A Study on the Establishment and Diplomatic Activities of the
Embassy of the Republic of Korea in the USA from 1949 to
1950

Hong, Jun-seok

This article reviews the early history of the Republic of Korea's Embassy
in the United States. The period that this study focuses on is from January
1949, when the Embassy was being established, to just before the outbreak
of the Korean War in 1950. Previously, very little attention had been given
to the history and the role of the ROK Embassy in the U.S. during this period.

The establishment of the Embassy was only possible after the Republic of
Korea Government took over the administrative authority from the USAMGIK
and after the UN and the U.S. approved Government of Republic of Korea.
The ROK Embassy in U.S. began its diplomatic activities with limited human
and financial resources.

At the time, the Embassy had American-educated diplomats such as Chang
Myon, Kim Sae Sun, and Han Pyo Wook were assigned to the Embassy and
American advisers assisted in the diplomacy of the Embassy. While working
in Washington, D.C., personnel with relatively sufficient diplomatic expertise
and relevant local knowledge made up for the Embassy's lack of diplomatic
power. And shortly after the establishment of the new Korean Government,
ROK was in an economically unstable and military crisis. Therefore, the mission
of the ROK Embassy was mainly that of securing economic and military aid
as well as promoting mutual defense treaty and international relations.

Due to the U.S. having greater diplomatic leverage over ROK, The ROK
Government was unable to receive economic and military aid to the extent
that it originally anticipated. Furthermore, this asymmetrical bilateral relations
led to other difficulties such as failing to achieve its original goal of preventing
war. Nevertheless, the ROK Embassy made efforts to inform the U.S. of the
situation in Korea, eventually appealing for help and receiving support. In
a relatively short period of time, it contributed to obtaining recognition from
various countries and also achieved results of joining FAO and UNESCO. Of



course, these diplomatic achievements were not solely due to the diplomatic
activities of the ROK Embassy in the U.S. However, it is important to be reminded
that the efforts of the ROK Embassy in the U.S., which has been carrying
out diplomatic activities for the survival of the country even in poor domestic

and foreign conditions.



