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Abstract

A Study on Diplomacy with China in the Joseon Dynasty and

Utilization on Jeongmoon(EX)
Kim Dong-geon

After arriving in Beijing and offering the Pyojamoon (&), the Joseon envoys
asked for answers to the documents related to the purpose of their visit, such
as Chaekbong (ffsf), Byeonmoo (###), and Sa—eun (##&), and carried out activities
to resolve various misunderstandings and seek understanding with China. These
requests were often made through Jeongmoon (£X). Jeongmoon originally refers
to public documents submitted by ordinary people to government offices or
by lower-level institutions to higher-level ones. Jeongmoon in this study refers
to documents submitted by Joseon envoys dispatched to China to express the
opinions of Joseon to various related organizations, including Yebu (i) on
the Chinese side, and to pursue diplomatic interests.

Jeongmoon describes specific demands from the Joseon side, including matters
that are not appropriate to be mentioned in Pyomoon (£X) or Jamoon (&)
but need to be informed to and obtained cooperation from the Qing. Various
variables that occurred after the envoy arrived in Beijing and the need to respond
appropriately to the sudden request of the Qing led to writing and submission
of Jeongmoon. The significances of the Jeongmoon are summarized as follows:

First, the writing of the Jeongmoon (£X) itself is evidence that the writers
have been recognized for their literary power, and by showing this to the
writers of Qing, they secured an opportunity to make a name for themselves
in foreign countries. The concerns of the envoys who had the responsibility
of ‘honoring the country with sentence (MA#H) along with the hope for
successful completion of diplomatic issues were summarized in Jeongmoon.

Second, the successful diplomatic achievements that were obtained in difficult
situations were worthy of being left permanently to the future generations.
Most of the Jeongmoons remaining in the literature are those written during
the Imjin War, showing that the existing Jeongmoons is of value as ‘evidence
of successful diplomacy’. In particular, the process of overcoming the national
crisis is confirmed through request for troops (#%) and resolving a misun-



derstanding (&).

Third, Jeongmoon was an effective means to carry out the various requirements
of the envoys. Since the submission of Jeongmoon itself implies that a significant
problem has occured, Yeboo were pressured not to overlook the issue mentioned
in Jeongmoon. The Jeongmoon should not be regarded as a text flattering
the Emperor or Yeboo, but as a document containing the envoy's careful

consideration and best decisions to deal with the current issues successfully.






