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Abstract

The “Naming and Textual Research” in the Books of Fishes in
the Late Chos6n Dynasty and the Knowledge Circulation in

East Asia
Zheng, Zexing

In the late Choson Dynasty, Kim Ryeo’s Uhae-ieobo(1803), Jeong Yak-jeon's
Jasan-eobo(1814), Seo Yu-gu's Eomyeonggo in Nanho-eomokji (1820) renewed
the natural knowledge tradition of East Asia through naming and textual research.
These books of fishes aimed to verify the correspondence between a fish’'s
name and its biological entity, and then to establish a fish knowledge system
based on the results. In these books, Chinese characters, rather than Korean
words, were predominantly used when adopting a fish’s name as the section
title; and methods of recitation or indirect quotation from a number of literature
were largely used when introducing the fish. In addition, it was important
to examine whether the fish appearing in Chinese or Japanese literature with
Chinese character names were the same as other fish with common names
in Choson. Finally, if the correspondence between the fish's name and its entity
was confirmed, empirical knowledge would be supplemented, and the existing
information would be modified through textual research with Chinese or
Japanese literature.

This work was a process of reconciling existing textual and empirical
knowledge and then comparing and reviewing foreign and indigenous knowledge
of East Asia, where a knowledge system centered on Chinese characters was
shared. The authors were attempting to secure their role as knowledge producers
and implement a relatively balanced knowledge structure in the hierarchy of
East Asia.



