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Abstract

A Study on the Formation of Economic Citizenship in Korea:
Focusing on the Solidarity and Democracy of the Cooperative

Movement under Japanese Colonial Rule
Kim, Leekyung

This study aims to identify the beginning of economic citizenship formed
through the cooperative movement under Japanese colonial rule. Economic
citizenship is linked to the concept of the economic citizens, which connects
economic activity with civic virtue and ethical judgment, emphasizing the
marriage of economics and ethics within society and public welfare. In this
process of concept formation, in addition to economic citizenship, it is also
diversified into the civil economy and a social solidarity economy.

Various concepts linking citizenship and economics can be traced back to
pre-industrial times. In Europe, monasteries, guilds, friendship associations,
and various societies have been studied, while in Korea, the genealogies and
meanings of Dure, Hyangyak, and Gye have been examined. The basis for
many of these concepts was the cooperative, ia combination of an association
and a business that not only generates profits but also establishes operational
principles. This is because cooperatives were representative organizations that
could clearly confirm that economic activities are also embedded in society.

This study examines the nexus between economy and citizenship through
the private cooperative movement under Japanese colonial rule. With solidarity
and democracy as the keywords of the cooperative movement, this study focuses
on three main areas. First, the article compares the response patterns of the
Joseon Governor-General and the private sector to the cooperative principle.
Second, it examines how cooperatives were combined with cultural factors,
such as mutual assistance in Korea. Third, it reviews the spread of Korean-style
cooperatives through the case of local cooperatives.






