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Abstract

The Changes in and Background of Silla's Perception of Balhae
in the 8th Century: From Northern Barbarians (tJk) to Northern

Country (It
Kim, Jinhan

This study examined the changes in Silla's perception of Balhae in the 8th
century and the underlying background for them. In the first half of the 8th
century, Silla recognized Balhae as a tributary state and regarded them as
northern barbarians. Regardless of Silla's recognition, Balhae established
diplomatic relations with the Tang () dynasty in 713. Balhae traded actively
with the Tang dynasty and not only subjugated the Malgal forces, but also
continued to take independent steps, such as using era names and reign titles.

War broke out between Balhae and the Tang dynasty in 732. In 733, the
Tang dynasty sent an envoy to Silla, demanding that they join the war. Silla
participated in suppressing Balhae, which they considered a tributary state.

The Tang dynasty fell into disorder in 755 when it suffered the An-shih
Rebellion. Consequently, King Mun’s investiture title was raised and the status
of Balhae increased. Moreover, domestically, Balhae implemented an emperor's
system. Silla also gradually began to show independence from the Tang dynasty.

During the reign of King Wonseong (Jt#¥F), Silla sent an envoy to Balhae.
As a result of this, apart from the perception of Balhae as a tributary state
based on a differential international order, a new perception of Balhae as
a “neighboring country” located in the north, which did not exist before, emerged.
Silla’s perception changed not only because it confirmed the international status
of Balhae through exchanges with it, but also because of an internal awareness
of independence.






