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Abstract

Characteristics of Korean Citizenship Formation through the

Tradition and Spread of the Modern Thought of Eequality
Yi, Youngjae

Some researchers have criticized Korea for not having a civil revolution.
This study argues that Korea's modern citizenship was not radical but was
formed through a gradual process. Therefore, this study explored the reason
for the lack of a revolutionary break in the process of modernization and focused
on the political philosophy of “Minyubangbon” (B##i4, in which the people
were considered the base of the nation), which permeated through the 500
years of Joseon. The political philosophy of Minyubangbon, which has been
discussed since the founding of Joseon, has long been referred to as rhetoric
for political legitimacy by politicians. As the population grew in the 18th century,
the people gradually began expressing revolutionary ideals. This process pro-
ceeded gradually from the 18th century to early 20th century. Along with the
internalization of “Minyubangbon,” the thoughts of status liberation based on
human dignity and equality for all people had a significant influence on the
formation of our citizenship.

This study examined the characteristics of Korean citizenship, especially
in terms of civic equality. The problem faced by this study was the lack of
historical records on civil equality. Therefore, we attempted to review related
historical records while considering the producers of these records and the
political relations and social and economic structures of the time. The paper
is structured as follows: Chapter II covers the need for critique of historical
materials; Chapter IIl, the tradition and roots of the thought of equality; Chapter
IV, the spread of the ideology of equality and the patchwork of democracy;

and Chapter V concludes the paper.






