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Abstract

Comparative Analysis of the Bodies and Funerals of Elites during
the High—mound Tomb Period in Baekje and Silla
Ha, Daeryong

The high—mound tomb period of Baekje and Silla, around the 5th century
AD, is considered a transitional phase in the process of social complexation
and state formation. The emergence and disappearance of the high—mound
tombs, followed by the completion of the ancient states, are observed in both
polities. However, the contents of the funerals and the scale of social investment
significantly differ. Very few studies have examined this topic. This study
considers the treatment of the body of the deceased as a key starting point
in the comparison of the central tombs of Baekje and Silla. Therefore, I compared
the funeral contexts of the treatment of bodies, the stratification of the deceased’s
body, and the expression of gender to explain why these differences appeared.

Review of available data reveals that the funerals in the two polities differed
in various aspects—from the emphasis on individual identity, personal ownership
of the burial mounds, ostentatiousness of gravegoods, and emphasis on sanctity
through overwhelming landscape domination, to the degree of stratification,
with Silla having a higher overall funeral investment than Baekje. While these
differences are typically interpreted as differences in religious views and
traditions, this study suggests the possibility that the two polities had different
bases of power based on the collective action theory.






