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Abstract

The Interpretation for Korean Hanja Names of Objects in Yu Hui’s

Mulmyeonggo
Kim, Bongjwa

This study analyzes the method whereby evidence is provided regarding as
well as the form of compilation and aspects of the interpretation of Korean
Hanja #5 (Chinese character) names introduced in Yu Hui’s Mulmyeong-go Y1575
“On the Names of Things.” While Mulnyeong-go presents a diverse collection of
Korean names for things, this analysis focuses on cases where phrases related to
Korea are explicitly discussed in the explanations of individual names. The basic
Korean object names include phrases referring to Korea, such as B Dong-sok
“Eastern customs,” B A-guk “Our country,” #1## Silla, Bt#E Tamna-do “Tamna
Island,” names of Korean books like 58 Dong-ui “Eastern Medicine,” 388 Yeok-eo
“Translated Words,” and FEM& Shi-con-hae “Interpretation of Poetic Phrases,” and
citations of Korean scholars’ names like 287k (Yi Man-yeong) , #RPUE (Seo Sa-
ga), and ZZZ (Yi Ji-bong). However, some Hanja names for Korean things lack
clear evidence for Korean usage, being drawn from Chinese literature, and these
cases are examined separately. Korean Hanja names are compiled in the form of
“headwords” and “synonyms” written in larger characters, and “explanations” in
smaller characters, reflecting the significance or universality of the respective names.
The interpretations of Korean Hanja names primarily involve critical perspectives
on the names recorded in Korean texts, especially regarding plant-related names.
Through this, we can observe his efforts to authenticate Korean Hanja names
distinct from those of China, and his considerations concerning the classification
of existing names. While Hanja names in Mulnzyeong-go are mainly described based
on Chinese texts, Yu Hui’s intent of comparing and authenticating Korean names
by highlighting the distinct characteristics of Korean natural elements in contrast to

China can be discerned.
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