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The perception of reasonableness and
acceptance on female-related tabooed words

Sang Chin Choi - Byeong Chang Yang - Cheong Yeul Park - Hyo Chang Kim

Department of Psychology, Chungang University

The purpose of this study is to identify the reasonableness and acceptance on female-related
tabooed words focused on sex difference. A total of 334 undergraduate students and adults
participated in this study. The materials of this study were 63 female-related Korean tabooed
words. Contents analysis was administered and the major 5 categories were extracted. The
finding showed that male and female participants considered the female-related tabooed words
as not reasonable any more. However the male participants showed significantly high score on
reasonableness of the tabooed words compare to female except one subcategory,
pregnancy/delivery. Furthermore, the female participants showed higher score on acceptance of
the tabooed words than reasonableness. Finally, all of these findings were discussed in relation
to the Korean culture.
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