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A Qualitative Study for Hyo-Shim Psychology

of Korean Women

Ji-Young Kim Sang-Chin Choi

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

Filial piety has been a cardinal cultural norm institutionalized over a long period of time in
China, Korea, Japan, and other Asian societies influenced by Confucian culture. In Confucian
society, parents control their children strictly and force them to conduct socially appropriate
behavior. In Korean society, filial piety is the basis for all other virtures. However, in the process
of modernization of Korean society, the consciousness about filial piety and its behaviors is
changing in order to adapt to the changes in the family system (i.e., nuclear family) and
economic structure. Even though, the Korean young generations (esp. males) would like to
support their parents financially and respect them in their mind, they feel less obligation to their
parents compared with the past. In contrast with males, most Korean females used to have no
time to support and respect their parent after get married. The present study is to investigate
Hyo mind of the Korean women as daughters, daughters-in-law, and wives based on

representations of high school and undergraduate students living in this era.

Keywords : filial piety, Hyo mind, Confucianism, filial bebaviors, obligation
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