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Effects of Gender-stereotype on Explicit and
Implicit Self-construals of Korean Women

Hyeja Cho Hee Jeong Bang

Department of Psychology, Ewha Womans University

This study was conducted to examine the effects of gender-stereotype on women's self-construals.
We conducted 2 studies to explore how high or strong gender-stereotypic women and low or
weak gender-stereotypic women do construct explicit and implicit self representations differently.
Study 1 revealed that high gender-stereotype group explicitly construed self according to
gender-stereotype, especially on the domains of role, behavior, personality and appearance, and
prescriptive contents, more distinctly than low gender-stereotype group. And both group of
women are more sensitive to stereotype of appearance when they construed their selves. Study 2
showed that there's not much difference in IAT RTs of both groups of women. The result can
be explained by a hypothesis that gender stereotypes were activated automatically if women were
asked to think about their selves on pre-conscious level. But low gender-stereotype group's RT
variance and error rates were greater than high group. These findings were taken to show that
women's implicit and explicit self-construal patterns might be affected by degrees of women's

self-stereotyping and domains of gender stereotypes.

Keywords: self-construal, gender-stereorype, Implicit Association Test(IAT), identification, disidentification.
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