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The Korean Journal of Woman Psychology
2003. Vol. 8, No. 3, 77-99

An Analysis of Influence of Self-Precious Consciousness and
Chemyon (Social Face) Sensitivity on Consuming Behavior of
Korean Middle-Aged Women

Kibum Kim Young-Ran Cha
Department of Psychology, Department of Mass Communication,
Chung-Ang University Chung-Ang University

The present study was to analyze the sociocultural characteristics such as Chemyon sensitivity and
self-precious consciousness of Korean middle-aged women and their influence on consuming
behavior. In the technical era, annual income and property(real and personal property) seem to
be a standard for dividing social status contrasted with pre-modern society. Accordingly, the
housewives of the affluent tend to be called or categorized as ‘Samonim' and the housewives of
the middle class or the below tend to be called or categorized as 'Adjumma in Korean society.
Samonim group is higher than Adjumma in consuming satisfaction, Chemyon sensitivity and
self-precious consciousness. The results showed that the component of family line consciousness of
self-precious consciousness in Samonim group influenced on conspicuous consumption dimension.

These consciousness is rooted in Korean cultural and historical heritage.

Keywords:  Sammonim, Adjumma, Chemyon sensitivity, Self-precious consciousness, conspicious consumption
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