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Factors Constructing Attitudes and Intentions

Toward Prostitution

Jean-Kyung Chung Kye-Min Yang

Chungbuk National University Hanyang University

The study examined the factors constructing attitudes and intentions toward prostitution in
Korean society today. The survey was carried out in 10 cities through Korea Women's Hotline
branches, and 1815 women and men answered the questionnaire. The questionnaire included
items on attitudes, norms, intentions, and experiences on prostitution, and gender egalitarianism.
Factor analysis on attitudes toward prostitution revealed four factors: legitimacy, necessity,
voluntarism and victimization. The attitudes were found to be significantly different for women
and men, and for men with experience and no experience in prostitution. Men's intention for
prostitution were found to be mostly determined by their personal attitudes than social norms,
and was closely related to their prior experience. Gender egalitarianism was strongly related to
the attitudes, intention, and behavior on prostitution. Men with higher egalitarianism showed
more negative attitudes and intention toward prostitution, and also were less likely to have the
experience. Based on these findings, some suggestions for attitude change programs concerning

the targets and the contents were presented.

Keywords: prostitution, attitude toward prostitution, intention, gender egastarianism
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