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Effects of Anxiety, Sex, Dominance
and Liberalism on Social Problem Solving

Keum-Mi Kim Eun Kyoung Lee
Department of Psychology Department of Psychology,
Sungkyunkwan University Ducksung Women's University

The present study investigated the effect of anxiety, sex, dominance and liberalism on social
problem solving processing. For the purpose, a sample of 182 undergraduate (female 97, male
85) completed a questionnaire survey of Cattell's Sixteen Personality Factor Questionnaire and
D'Zurilla & Nezu's Social Problem Solving Inventory. It was hypothesized that all of male and
female have the higher score of social problem solving on the low anxiety group than the high
anxiety group. Otherwise other condition, Female in the low anxiety group have the higher score
of social problem solving in high dominance condition or high liberalism condition. Male,
regardless of the anxiety level, have higher score of social problem solving in high liberalism
condition. And male, regardless of the dominance level, have higher score of social problem
solving in low anxiety condition. The results of this study showed a partial support for the
three-way interaction hypothesis. The significant findings were discussed in terms of psychological
androgyny, and then implications and limitations of these findings were discussed and topics to

be investigated in the future study were mentioned.

Keyword: social problem solving, problem orientation, problem solving skill, anxiety, sex, dominance, liberalism
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