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Social competence to sex and attachment security
in late school-aged children
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The purpose of this study was to investigate social competence to sex and parental attachment
security in late school-aged children. The subjects were 581 fifth and sixth graders from one
elementary school in Seoul and their mothers. Children's parental attachment security was
assessed by IPPA-R(Armsden & Greenberg, 1987) and their social competence was obtained by
their mothers through ISCS(Pease, Clark & Crase, 1979). The data was analyzed using
descriptive statistics, t-test, and two-way ANOVA. The results of this study were as follows;
children's social competence differed as a function of child's sex and maternal attachment
security. Boys of low maternal attachment security group were more apprehensive and got more

social preference from peers.

Keywords : late school-aged children, sex, attachment security, social competence
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