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Social Representations and Gender stereotypes Held
by Koreans on Children and Adults

Taeyun Jung Won Jung Rye

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

Using open-ended questionnaires, this study was conducted to explore social representations and
gender stereotypes held by Koreans on children and adults. Participants were 249 adults, 162
teachers and 265 college undergraduates. According to the results, characteristics of children and
adults worthy of the name were based on the same personalities. However, there was a sharp
contrast between child boy and girl and between man and woman, which was in accordance
with general gender stereotypes. Desirable children and adults were very similar to those children
and adults worthy of the name and yet gender stereotype was weakened. Happiness for both
children and adults was determined mainly by interpersonal relationships, physical health and
socio-economical status. These findings were discussed in terms of features of Korean culture and

gender stereotype.

Keywords : Social Representation, Children, Adulis, Gender Stereotype, Personality, Relationships and Tasks
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