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Women's Empowerment Through Politics
of Everyday Life

Kyounghee Kim

Department of Sociology, Chung-Ang University

Analyzing the case gender budget movement performed by local women's organizations, this
study aims at exploring women's collective empowerment. In doing so, the study introduces the
concept of politics of everyday life as an alternative to the traditional conception of politics and
takes collective identity formation and changes in gender policies as measures of empowerment.
The study shows that through forming collective identity as local women who are both a social
category and active policy actors, they can achieve empowerment to change the conditions of
their lives. This study is an effort to fill the limitations in dominant resource mobilization and
political process models focusing on the structural factors in explaining emergence, trajectories,
outcomes of social movements. In addition, the study would suggest a practical implication that
women's collective empowerment experienced through everyday life politics can subvert the
distintion between the public and private worlds and influence the policy changes of the local

governments.

Keywords : politics of everyday life, empowerment, collective identiry, social movement, gender budger analysis
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