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Gender Differences of Risk-taking Decisions in Sexual
Behaviors: Condom Use and Theory of Planned Behavior

Taekyun Hur Min Han Yeonseok Kim

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies Korea University

The present research investigated the gender differences of risk-taking decisions in sexual behaviors,
specifically condom use during sexual intercourse. Based on Theory of Planned Behavior(TPB: Ajzen,
1988), attitudes toward subjective norms of, and perceived controllability in condom use were measured
from 201 college students and their impacts on behavioral intentions and actual behaviors were examined.
Condom-related attitudes, subjective norm, and perceived controllability were found to influence significantly
on behavioral intention of condom use, supporting generally TPB in condom use. More importantly,
gender differences were found: Male students reported higher perceived controllability in condom use than
female students, but positive attitude of condom use were vice versa. Furthermore, the regression analyses
of the factors on behavioral intention revealed that perceived controllability influenced significantly
behavioral intention only in male data even though attitudes were a reliable predictor of the intention in
both male and female data. In addition, it was interestingly found that students who previously had
condom-use experiences, rather than those who did not used condom in previous sexual intercourses,
reported higher subjective norms related to condom-use. Those results were consistent with traditional
sexual roles and stereotypes of Korean culture, and they suggest for development of systematic educational

efforts specified for each gender and more elaborative and open-minded discussion in Korean society.
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