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A Study on the Influences of Protective Factors on
Psychosocial Adjustments of International Couples' Children

Young Joo, Lee

Department of Social Welfare, Kong Ju National University

There are more studies on international couples in Korea than ever along with the rapidly increasing
international marriage. The purpose of this study was to investigate the psychosocial adjustments status of
international couple children and examine the important factors of them. The precise and available data
from this study would contribute to the related policies or programs for international couple children to
prepare more adaptive skills that they live with as adaptive Koreans. The specific research procedure to
accomplish this was as follows. First, the actual psychosocial adjustments status of international couple
children was investigated. The Second deals with what are protective factors among various factors affecting
international couple children's psychosocial adjustments. K-YSR was used as a criterion of psychosocial
adjustments. The data were collected through the personal interview led by their home room teachers or
the questionnaire filled by children themselves according to the their level of understanding of interview
items. T-test and ANOVA were used to investigate the status of psychological adjustments of international
couple children. Factor analysis used to find out the protective factors. Multi-regression analysis was also
used to estimate of the relative influence a each factor. The results were as follows. First, there was significant
difference in children's psychosocial adjustments according to sex, school year, mother's nationality and the
standard of living. Second, 7 factors were drawn as protective factors of the psychosocial adjustments.
Friend relation factor, school relation factor, family relation factor appeared to be important protective
factors among 7 factors. Based on these results, it is proposed to develop the programs to consider
psychological, emotional characteristics of the children of international couple families. Teacher training
programs are also necessary to promote a bullying prevention education for the multi-culture children. It is

proposed that need a dual language support programs for the children of international couple families.

Key words : children of international couples, protective factor, psychosocial adjustment, internalized problem, externalized

problem
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