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Active Information Seeking in Impression Formation:
Generation and Gender Differences

Cheongyeul Park Jihae Kim Yonghee Kim Minjong Kim Eunsoo Choi Taekyun Hur

Korea University, Department of Psychology

The previous research in impression formation has been limited in its mundane validity because people
have been treated a passive object who could react only to given stimuli of small numbers. People in
reality are always given with uncountable amount of information simultaneously, and they can and must
select actively and strategically what kinds of information they would pay attention to. The present
research attempted to overcome the limitation by examining how people actively search information when
meeting a stranger. In Study 1, 97 college students and 81 middle-aged adults wrote in an open-ended
question up to 15 pieces o information that they would like to get about a stranger whom they need to
know. Over 2600 participants' responses were categorized into 17 types by content analyses. The
categories are in order of frequency as ‘personal information’, ‘preference’, ‘family’, ‘ability’, ‘personality’,
‘finance’, ‘romance/marriage’, ‘values’, ‘future plan’, ‘social relationships’, ‘attitude toward me’, ‘life
history’, ‘appearance’, ‘emotional/physical health’, ‘habits’, ‘life satisfaction’, and ‘similarity with me’. The
further statistical analyses revealed that middle-aged adults wanted to know more about ‘family’, ‘finance’,
and ‘values’ than college students did, In order to examine impacts of gender on information seeking that
was not found in Study 1, Study 2 used a computer experiment in which 124 participants given a brief
story and a vague picture of a target male/female were asked to select one among 17 types of
information that they most wanted to know about the target person. The results suggested that males
care more about ‘family’, ‘appearance’, and ‘habits’ and females are about ‘attitudes toward me’ and
‘emotional health’. Interestingly a significant interaction between perceiver's gender and target's gender on
appearance was also found. These findings were discussed in Korean cultural perspectives and suggest the

perspective of active strategist of human being in social contexts.

Key words : impression formation, active information secking, gender differences, generation differences
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