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Mediating Effects of the Functions of Parent's Social Networks
between Parent's Socioeconomic Status and Parent Involvement:

Comparison of Single-mother and Two-parent Families

Hae Jin Shin In Young Han

Seoul National University Ewha Womans University

The present study investigated the mediating effects of parents' social networks on the relationship
between parents' socioeconomic status and parent involvement. Parent involvement in the current study
was composed of home-based and school-based involvement. Home-based involvement includes providing
learning environment at home, guiding child's study habits, and providing educational and financial
support. School-based involvement includes supporting child's school-related activities, participating at
parent meetings and volunteeting, and home-school communication. The subjects were 132 single mothers
and 164 mothers from two-parent families, whose children are fifth and sixth graders in Seoul and
Incheon. Structural Equational Modeling was used for the analysis by adopting SPSS 18.0 and AMOS
18.0. The results showed that single mothers and mothers from two-parent families differ in their
structural models. For mothers from two-parent families, socioeconomic status was directly related to
home-based and school-based involvement. In contrast, single mother's socioeconomic status only
influenced home-based and school-based involvement indirectly through the functional aspects of mother's
social networks. The results suggest that parent counseling and parent education programs might be more

effective if they encouraged single mothers to exchange resources through their social networks in order

to promote parent involvement in elementary schools.

Key words : single mothers, pavent's socioeconomic status, pavent's social networks, parent inmvolvement
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