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A Study on the Career Decision-making Process
of Female Undergraduates who Want the Male-dominated Job:
A Grounded Theory Based Approach

Young Shil Kim Sung Moon Lim

Chungbuk National University

In Korea, recent women's educational standard is more higher than any other period but rate of using
human resources is the lowest level among the OECD nations. As the reason of this phenomenon, the
career choice attract attention. Traditionally, job is classified female-dominated job from male-dominated
job, and most women still avoid male-dominated job. If this unequal concentrated phenomenon is
relieved, diversity using of human resource will be available. For the purpose, this study try to determine
the experience structure and the career decision-making process of the female undergraduate who want
the male-dominated job through the qualitative study method, and to determine factors that work
negative or positive on the process to use for the career consult. Grounded theory based data analyses
resulted in 61 concepts, 27 sub-categories, and 12 categories from the recorded data of 8 female
undergraduates who want the male-dominated job. The core category was “For the special life, keeping
challenging with the will”. A paradigm model consist of the casual condition, central phenomenon,
contextual condition, intervening condition, actions/reactions and the result was proposed. And the
participants went through five stages with time in their career decision-making process: the stage of
awareness about the trait and aspiration, the stage of internal determination, the stage of support and

accept, the stage of challenge and overcome, and the stage of affirmation and confidence. Implications of

the findings and suggestions for the future research are discussed.

Key words : male-dominated job, career decision-making process, grounded theory
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