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A Qualitative Study on the Conflict of
Mother-in-laws of Multicultural Families:
Focusing on the Rural Areas

Eunyoung Seong Jieun Kwon Soontaeg Hwang

Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University

The purpose of this study was to understand the conflict between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law
in multicultural families. The subjects were 7 mother-in-laws who have foreign daughter-in-law in
agricultural region. The interview data were analyzed by phenomenological research method(Colaizzi,
1978). The result proposed 8 categories(failed expectation, anxiety of running away of daughter-in-law,
economic problems, serving master, suffering in silence, social prejudices and discrimination, difficulties of
mediator, and pitiful my life) and 17 themes for the conflict between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law.
Among them, anxiety of running away of daughter-in-law and social prejudice and discrimination of
multicultural family by korean society revealed mother-in-laws are experiencing important factors. Also,
they feel high anxiety and tend to experience psychological withdrawal and burden. Because of these
psychological characteristics, they are apt to be exposed problems of serious mental health such as
depression and suicide thought. Finally, based on these findings, we suggest the intervention about

mental health for mother-in-laws of multicultural families.

Key words : multicultural family, kovean mother-in-law, conflict between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law, rural

areas, qualitative research.
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