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Psychological Environment, Types of Emotional Intelligence
and Elementary School Students’ Characteristics

Jung, Dahae Noh, Hyunjong Sohn, Wonsook
Kyungpook National University

The main purpose of this study was to explore the relationships between home and classroom psychological
environment of elementary students and types of their emotional intelligence, and to examine students'
characteristics for each emotional intelligence type. The subjects of this study were 394 2nd, S5th and G6th
graders(194 boys and 200 gitls) who were selected from three elementary schools located in D-City. For
the results, four types of elementary students' emotional intelligences were identified: Low emotional

intelligence(Type 1) which showed low in all subscales of emotional intelligence; Low emotional

expression(Type 2) which showed only low in emotional expression; Low empathy/low emotional
regulation(Type 3) which showed emotional perception and emotional expression above the average but low in
empathy and emotional regulation; and High emotional intelligence (Type 4) which showed high in all
subscales of emotional intelligence. Secondly, gender and grades were significantly related to types of
emotional intelligence. Also, high emotional intelligence showed strong self-regulation efficacy and positive
attitude toward class, while low emotional intelligence demonstrated low self-regulation efficacy and bad
behavior in class. Thirdly, some psychological environment provided by home and classroom had strong effects
on discriminating between four types of emotional intelligence. For example, open communication with
parents, parent support, and quality of relationships with siblings had strong effects on differences between
high and low emotional intelligence types. In conclusion, necessity of a teaching-learning method customized
for elementary students ’ emotional intelligence type and learners’ characteristics is discussed.

Key words : emotional intelligence, psychological environment of home and classroom, self-regulatory efficacy, attitude toward

class, cluster analysis
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